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By WALTER M. MONTANO 
Close observers 


aD 
7 eGaspert who are familiar 
Distllustoned? with the religious 


and political trend 
in Italy predict a possible clash between 
the Pope and Premier de Gasperi, if, af- 
ter the May elections, the latter remains 
in power. 

In his last visit to America de Gasperi 
had the opportunity to see how real dem- 
ocracy works in the United States. For- 
merly, as an employee of the Pope, he 
had no time to analyze the Vatican’s po- 
litical ambitions. But since his election 
to the Italian government he might have 
discovered that behind the Pope’s arti- 
ficial smile there are intrigues and sinis- 
ter plans to bring misfortunes to the 
nation. 

With unrest and troubles coming from 
all directions, de Gasperi is finding out 
that the Pope’s intentions are to con- 
tinue using him as a puppet government 
for the aggrandizement of a totalitarian 
ecclesiastical institution. 


History has proven that the Vatican’s 
refusal to accept any democratic reforms 
for government and people is the great- 
est obstacle to the progress and welfare 
of Italy. 

The question now remains whether de 
Gasperi, in the event of winning the elec- 
tion for his party, will remain submissive 
to the Vatican policy and lose the oppor- 
tunity to alleviate the ills of the nation, 
or whether he wil! break with the Pope’s 
dictatorship and establish a democratic 
government. 


In this respect, reporting to the Lon- 
don Daily Herald and The New Leader, 
Victor Schiff writes from Rome: 

“The Pope, although compelled by the 
Concordat between the Vatican and the 
Italian state to exercise political restraint, 
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has on several occasions expressed con. 
cern over the possibility of a Red ad. 
ministration coming to power in the 
Eternal City. Through the Catholic Ac. 
tion groups, he has tried to convince the 
Christian Democrats that it would be 
preferable to work with the extreme 
Right rather than fight alone or along. 
side minor democratic parties which 
might prove incapable of withstandi 

the Communists. But Premier de Gasperi 
has resisted this line of the Vatican, con- 
vinced that it would be disastrous for 
Italy and her friends abroad to enter in. 
to an alliance with the heirs of Mussolini 
and enemies of the democratic republic.” 


In the meantime, as we write this edi- 
torial, the Associated Press reports that: 


Fascism’s followers massed 50,000 
strong in the heart of Rome to jeer at 
democracy and communism in a scene 
unduplicated since the Allied armies ov. 
erthrew Mussolini. 


‘Rescue Rome from the incompetence 
of the Christian Democrats and the bar- 
barism of the Tartar hordes of com 
munism,’ shouted white-haired Au 
de Marsanich, veteran of the 1922 Black- 
shirt march on Rome. He spoke, hand 
on hip, aping Mussolini’s mannerism. 

—— roared up from the follow. 
ers of his openly pro-fascist Italian So 
cial Movement jammed into the Piazza 
del Popolo. 

In poverty-stricken Calabria to the 
south, Palmiro Togliatti, Communist 
leader—whose followers are said to have 
an equal chance of capturing Rome, Na 
ples and Bari—cried out for a Com- 


munist victory. 
Premier Alcide de Gasperi, —— 
in Naples, predicted victory for the 
Christian Democratic party and its allies. 
“While Premier de Gasperi was thus 


1 The New Leader, April 28, 1952, p. 4. 
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expressing his hopefulness in Naples the 
large attendance at the Rome meeting of 
the Italian Social Movement, principal 
exponent of neo-fascism, was increasing 
the gloom of those who fear that the 
extreme right-wing parties may take 
enough votes away from the center bloc 
headed by the Christian Democrats to 
enable the Communists and their allies 
to conquer Rome’s municipal administra- 
tion.””* 


Vinee 
Tetalitartans 
ft War 


What will be the 
fate of Italy? Schiff 
makes the following 
remarks: 


“Four yeafs ago, 

we all thought that 

the new democratic Italian republic was 

firmly established. It had been saved 

from what then seemed to be the only 

serious threat to it: Communism. Scared 

by the fresh experience of Czechoslo- 

vakia, 70 per cent of the Italian people 
voted a thunderous ‘No!’ to Stalin. 

“That was on April 18, 1948. Since 
then, many hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars have been poured into the Italian 
economy to consolidate the political vic- 
tory. But the end results of this are dis- 
appointing. In April 1952, the Commun- 
ists are just as strong as they were in 
April 1948, and perhaps stronger, as we 
shall probably see on May 25, when some 
10,000,000 voters will participate in lo- 
cal elections in the Southern provinces 
and in Sicily and Sardinia.” 

Referring to the Vatican’s opposition 
to certain new social ideas, Schiff states: 

“But there can be no real solution to 
the country’s social and economic evils 
as long as the Catholic Church refuses to 
change its attitude . . . Fundamentally 
the solution to the country’s problems 
lies with one man: the Pope. 

“What endangers Italian democracy 
is the revival of a familiar handmaiden 
to Communism: Fascism. After thirty 
years, history is repeating itself and Fas- 
cism is on the march again. Just as Mus- 
solini’s Blackshirts were essentially a by- 


*New York Times, April 28, 1952. 
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product of Communism, so are their neo- 
Fascist heirs a middle-class reaction to 
the aggressiveness and power of Italian 
Stalinism.” 

While Fascism and Communism, both 
totalitarian and tyrannical, fight for pow- 
er and control over the masses, the Vati- 
can, also a totalitarian organization of 
the same caliber but higher rank, fights 
for the same purpose. Fascism’s triumph 
would be considered the Vatican’s vic- 
tory, and the Roman Church would im- 
part its blessings upon the Fascist lead- 
ers if they, in turn, will preserve the Lat- 
eran Treaty intact. 

If the Communist party wins the elec- 
tions? The Church may employ a differ- 
ent strategy, even an alliance with the 
Reds. All tactics will be justified as long 
as they serve the Vatican’s aims and keep 
democracy far away from Rome’s fron- 
tiers. Whatever the future may hold, at 
the present time the Pope’s target is 
Communism. All of his forces are lined 
up against Stalin’s satellites. Even such 
Roman Catholic clergymen as Fulton J. 
Sheen have appeared in the Roman front. 
Could this be a coincidence? While the 
Communist agitation was taking place in 
Calabria and the Fascists were parading 
in Rome, the same day Bishop Sheen 
stood in the Eternal City and denounced 
some of his fellow priests who have em- 
braced Communism. He said: 

“American Communists were under se- 
cret orders in 1936 to infiltrate the Ro- 
man Catholic priesthood. 

“This was the beginning of the plant- 
ing of forces of evil communism within 
the religious communities to destroy 
them from within ... A call for volun- 
teers to enter religious orders and make 
the great sacrifices of the life of a semi- 
narian was made at a secret Red meeting 
in a large American city.” 

Although he did not mention him by 
name, Bishop Sheen strongly indicated 
in his sermon that the case of Alighiero 
Tondi, 44, Italian Jesuit priest who has 
just ‘embraced the Communist idea,’ par- 
alleled American Communist infiltration.” 


“The Catholic Action newspaper ‘Il 
Quotidiano’ acknowledged that Father 
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Alighiero Tondi had left the order and 
has become a Communist. Such actions 
involve automatic excommunication. 


“Signor Tondi, who had been a Jesuit 
for sixteen years, was once secretary to 
the head of the Institute of Superior Re- 
ligious Culture at the Vatican’s Grego- 
rian University and a frequent lecturer. 
He revealed his conversion to commun- 
ism in a lengthy article in the Commun- 
ist-line newspaper ‘Il Paese.’* 

Whichever of these three—Commun- 
ism, Fascism, or Catholicism—wins the 
battle, the unfortunate thing is that no 
one of them can restore the nation from 
its prostration. The result of the election 
is only a passing event, a victory for one 
party or group. What Italy needs is a 
type of government she has never had, 
a conception of freedom she has never 
enjoyed, a standard of life she has never 
known. She must grow into spiritual, po- 
litical, social, and economic maturity, 
which can only be attained with the es- 
tablishment of a democratic constitution. 


The Catholic 
Consecence “Defense questions 
whether Catholic jur- 


ors could give a fair, unbiased verdict,” 
reports Harold Faber, in the New York 
Times of April 13. 

“A religious issue arose in Federal 
Court on the second day of selecting 
jurors to try sixteen secondary Commun- 
ist party leaders on charges of conspir- 
ing to advocate and teach the overthrow 
of the Government by force and vio- 
lence. 


“At the end of a day of examination 
of prospective jurors, John T. McTernan, 
a defense attorney, raised the question of 
whether Roman Catholic jurors could 
overcome what he called a state of mind 
induced by the anti-Communist position 
of their Church and give the defendants 
a fair trial. 

“Myles J. Lane, United States Attor- 
ney for the Southern District of New 
York, described the question as a ‘gratu- 


Can a Roman Cath- 
olic serve as a juror? 


8 New York Times, April 28, 1952. 


itous insult to every Roman Catholic in 
the country.’ He said the defendants 
were not charged with being Commun. 
ists, but with a conspiracy. 

In the course of the day, Judge Dim. 
ock examined twenty-one men and wom. 
en, excusing nine for various reasons 
and leaving twelve in the jury box. He 
asked a total of fifty-seven general ques. 
tions in an attempt to find out if the 
prospective jurors had any economic, so. 
cial or religious beliefs that would make 
it difficult for them to give a fair verdict, 

Three men said they had connections 
with the Holy Name Society. 


“In his examination,” continues the 
New York Times reporter, Judge Dim. 
ock asked whether the prospective jurors 
thought they could arrive at a verdict of 
not guilty without being embarrassed be- 
cause of their employment, membership 
in a Church or a political party. One 
man, who identified himself as a Catho- 
lic and a member of the Knights of Co- 
lumbus, said he could not. He was ex- 
cused. 

“When twelve jurors remained in the 
jury box, Judge Dimock returned to the 
religious question, asking each to state 
whether he belonged to a religious or- 
ganization that has taken an official po- 
sition in regard to Communism. Two 
said they belonged to the Catholic 
Church, and the third that his pastor 
often spoke of Communism, but that 
his church had not taken a stand. The 
two Catholics said they agreed with the 
position of their church, but could over- 
come their feelings in arriving at a ver- 
dict based on the evidence and the law.” 


These men were speaking out of turn. 
That is not the teaching of the Roman 
Catholic Church. In 1949 the interpreters 
of Canon Law condemned Justice Mur- 
phy, a Roman Catholic, for expressing a 
view different from the official teachings 
of the Roman Catholic Church. A mouth- 
piece of the hierarchy wrote in this re- 
spect: 

“It would be better to leave the Bench 
without a Catholic member than to ap- 

oint one who does not represent the 
Church at its best both in his public 
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and private life. Justice Murphy, accord- 
ing to reports, faithfully attended to his 
religious duties, yet he could hardly be 
said to represent Catholic thought. Per- 
sistently he concurred with the liberal 
members of the court, and their legal 
philosophy was far from Catholic phil- 
osophy. For instance, he agreed with the 
majority Opinion in the Vashti McCol- 
lum case which resulted in the outlawing 
of religious teaching in public schools. 
Certainly an opinion not in accord with 
Catholic opinion.” (The Catholic World, 
Sept. 1949, p. 405) 

Can Catholic jurors give fair, unbias- 
ed verdicts? The answer is “No.” 


God June fifth marked the 
first Centenary of the be- 
Wrote 7 ginning of “Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin,” written by Har- 
riet Beecher Stowe. She wrote it on her 
kitchen table at night after she had put 
her five children to bed and finished her 
housework. She shed just as many tears 
in penning the tale as the readers of the 
6,500,000 copies sold later shed over the 
sufferings and adventures of Uncle Tom 
and his companions in slavery. 

Where did she receive the inspiration 
for “this Iliad of blacks,” as her monu- 
mental work has been termed? “She saw 
slavery intrenched in all the power of 
politics, in all the power of government, 
in all the power of commerce, and with 
the benediction of a sham religion, at 
the time in which she entered upon this 
career,” said her brother Henry Ward 
Beecher, one of the greatest Protestant 
preachers of his day. But her faith, her 
courage and her dedication to the cause 
were instilled in a Protestant home by a 
Protestant father and a Protestant moth- 
er whose lives were molded in the divine 
Code, the Holy Bible, whose exronent 
at home, in public life and in the church, 
was Harriet Beecher Stowe’s own father: 
“He was my teacher and my companion. 
A more guileless soul than he, a more 
honest one, more free from envy, from 
jealousy, and from selfishness, I never 
knew. Though great by his theology, ev- 
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erybody else knew he was great by his 
religion,” said his own son. 

Devoted Protestant Christian as she 
was, where else could she have found 
then the message for the slaves’ libera- 
tion if not in Christ’s words? In her 
ears and her heart His words resounded 
like a call from heaven. 

Frank Luther Mott tells a very touch- 
ing story in his book “Golden Multi- 
tudes.” Here it is in Dr. Mott’s words: 

“When Harriet Beecher Stowe was a 
very old lady she sat in her garden one 
summer evening, a frail, bent figure, in 
the fading light. To the man who ap- 
proached her there she seemed to have 
something of that remoteness which of- 
ten surrounds the aged. 

“He was a retired sea captain. He made 
little apologetic noises to attract Mrs. 
Stowe’s attention, and then repeated a 
ceremonious, rehearsed speech. He said 
that many years ago he was one of the 
millions who read ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’ 
and that he had made a little pilgrimage 
that evening in order to shake the hand 
that had written those famous pages. 

“Mrs. Stowe put out her hand—the 
smooth soft hand of an old lady—but 
as the captain, bowing, was about to take 
it in his, she drew back. 

““*No,’ she said, ‘this hand did not 
write Uncle Tom’s Cabin.’ 

“What! shouted the captain in his 
surprise. “You didn’t write it?’ 

““No,’ replied Mrs. Stowe gently. 

““Why-why, who did, then?’ 

““God wrote it,’ said the old lady 
simply; ‘I merely wrote His dictation.’ 

“‘Amen!’ ejaculated the captain de- 
voutly; and, bowing again, he turned 
and walked thoughtfully away.” 

Other slaves are crying for liberation 
today. They are those who are under 
the servitude of Rome’s ecclesiasticism. 
Through the influence of our ministry 
many have already been liberated and, 
useful citizens now, are serving God and 
humanity. What has moved so many 
hearts and enlightened so many eyes? 
Whose messages have transformed those 
lives? We too, like the author of Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin, say: “God wrote it.” 
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Death of Freedom 
and Revival of 


Inquisition 


CCMVHE spirit of religious intolerance, 


from which this institution (the 
Inquisition) sprang, is not a product 
solely of Catholicism, nor is it found 
only in the Middle Ages . . . This re- 
pression was exercised on behalf of a 
religion, in the divine origin and in- 
fallible truth of which all her mem- 
bers believed; and their belief was 
demonstrable by arguments of solid 
force.””! 


“We have grown used to the cor- 
ruption of Church and State as sep- 
arate entities, each of them living its 
life in isolation from the other. It was 
not so in the period which we are con- 
sidering. The institution and laws of 
the State, the social customs, were 
built on a full recognition of Catholic 
teaching and practice. The unifying 
force in the community was the Faith, 
which in this respect occupied the 
place now taken by the Constitution, 
as the unquestionable foundation upon 
which civil life rested. Nor did the con- 
sciousness of Catholicism, as the bond of 
unity, stop at political frontiers. In the 
Church, and especially in the Papacy, 
men recognized an institution that bound 
them to men of other nations.’’? 

“The civil authority in various places 
seized them (the heretics) and con- 
demned them to death at the stake. The 
Church, however, at first prescribed noth- 
ing more against them than excommuni- 
cation, outlawry, confiscation of goods 
and imprisonment. We learn from the 
records of the times that the people were 
impatient with what seemed to them the 
excessive clemency of the Church. This 
led them on occasions, as at Soissons and 
at Cologne, for example, to behave in a 
manner that reminds one of a modern 


1 The Catholic Digest, Dec. 1937, p. 74. 
2 Ibid, p. 75. 
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anti-Negro mob in America. They storm- 
ed the prisons, seized the accused here- 
tics, and burned them. Such outbursts of 
popular resentment, together with the 
conduct of the civil authorities, show 
that the driving force behind the anti- 
heretical movement was _ the outraged 
conscience of the Catholic Community. 

“Gradually, however, the Church came 
to accept the opinion, prevalent among 
secular rulers and people alike, that here- 
tics were deserving of death. Therefore, 
she utterd no protest when in the year 
1224, the penalty of the stake for ob- 
stinate and relapsed heretics first received 
the force of written law by the authority 
of Emperor Frederick II . . . Pope Greg- 
ory IX, in 1231, gave the recognition of 
ecclesiastical law to his Imperial enact- 
ment and thereby founded the Inquisi- 
tion.’ 


8 [bid., pp. 76-77. 
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Roman Catholic Paper 
Condemns Cardinal Segura 





S A REBUTTAL to the religious intolerance advocated 
by Spanish Cardinal Segura against Protestants in Spain, 
there appeared an editorial in the Indiana Catholic and Record, of- 
ficial organ of Archbishop Paul Schulte of Indianapolis, under the 
title ““The Cardinal Is Calling The Cops Four Centuries Late.” It was 
then reprinted in the editorial section of the St. Louis Globe-Demo- 





















































If the surprising remarks of the Spanish 
Cardinal Segura have been reported ac- 
curately, they are sure to strain the chari- 
table efforts of Americans—Catholic as well 
as Protestant—to understand the Spanish 
mentality. The Cardinal is reported to have 
complained in a pastoral letter that ‘Protes- 
tant proselytism, having broken the dikes 
of tolerance, is not hesitating to advance 
on the open field toward religious freedom 
in our country.’ 

Catholic writers who have been painfully 
explaining that religious freedom, of a 
Spanish sort, exists in Spain will certainly 
be embarrassed by the Cardinal’s blunt ad- 


crat of March 27, 1952. It reads as follows: 





bit fatuous to cling at this date to the atti- 
tude that the Protestant heresy is a danger- 
ous threat which can be forestalled only by 
vigilance and rigorous control. 

Catholics in other countries, while equally 
zealous and orthodox in their adherence to 
the faith, see Protestantism not as a threat 
but as a fact. They hold quite as strongly 
as Cardinal Segura that Protestantism is a 
heresy, that it teaches serious errors in doc- 
trine. They deplore, too, the harm to a 
united christendom which the Protestant 
revolt has caused. But in America, and else- 
where, competition, not suppression, has 
been the automatic reaction. It seems to us 


, mission that religious freedom is an evil to that Cardinal Segura, Dictator Franco and 
¥ be avoided at all costs. Some Catholic com- others in Spain should take a look at their 
. ment will doubtless fall into the rather tired history books. Not only could they discover 
d and unimpressive line that Catholics are that the Protesant revolt actually did hap- 
persecuted in some Protestant countries,too. pen and had rather considerable repercus- 





We think it is high time to admit that 
Spain is quite a bit behind the times. Every- 
one knows that Spain is a good century be- 
hind the leaders of the Western world in- 
dustrially and agriculturally. But in the mat- 
ter of religious harmony Spain seems to be 
roughly four centuries in arrears. For some 
obscure reasons Spanish churchmen do not 
seem to be ready to admit what happened 
around 1520—namely the Protestant re- 
volt. Cardinal Segura’s reported remarks 
would have had a timely ring if they had 
been uttered in 1552. However, it seems a 
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sions all over the world, but they might 
also notice that any persecution—short of 
extermination—has invariably strengthened 
the persecuted religious group in the long 
run. Catholics should be the last to forget 
that. 

Another point that history might clarify 
is that Protestantism has lost by this time 
most of the vigor and drive that once char- 
acterized it and brought it such conquests. 
Whenever Protestantism is met by a strong 
informed Catholicism today, there is simply 

(Continued on page 171) 
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WHY A CATHOLIC SPOKE HIS MIND 


By THOMAS SUGRUE 


N HIS BOOK “A Catholic 

IJ Speaks His Mind,” publish- 

ed by Harper and Brothers, 

Sugrue says that U. S. Catholicism “is 

booming, aggressive, materialistic, so- 

cially ambitious, and inclined to use 

its membership as a paranoid pressure 

group ... It gives the immaculately 

mannered Italian nobles in the Vati- 
can shivers of revulsion. 


“Under the guidance and prodding 
of the Irish clergy who dominate the 
Church in the U. S., Catholicism in 
America has made good . . . but it is 
not Christian ... and therefore not 
Catholic.” 


He adds that U. S. Catholics are 
“overly concerned with money and 
sex, asking continually for one and 
condemning continuously the other ... 
American Catholicism may soon be 
dominating the Vatican ... Where 
the money comes from there also the 
orders are apt to originate. Before too 
long, there may be an American Pope, 
with a summer residence here. . . 


“As a Catholic, I am expected by 
my co-religionists to approve the idea 
of sending an American Ambassador 
to the Vatican. I don’t. His existence 
will upset non-Catholics . . . cheer an 
over-truculent element in American 
Catholics. This combination . . . will 
widen the breach between Catholics 
and non-Catholics.” 








IJ HAVE exercised two privileges 
guaranteed by law to every Amer- 
ican—freedom of speech and of the 
press. Normally the exercise of these 
privileges requires no explanation; I 
have been reviewing books of all sorts 
for various publications for a long 
time, and although my opinion has 
often been challenged, my right to ex- 
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press it has not. 
What has now 
been chal. 
lenged, in fact, 
is not my right 
to express an 
opinion, but my 
manners in so 
doing. One 
doesn’t, if he is 
a Catholic, crit- 
icize his own 
kind. There isa 
taboo which expresses itself in the 
command, “Let somebody else say 
that,”’ meaning that observations on im- 
perfections in one’s own group should 
be left to those outside the group. 


THOMAS SUGRUE 


Because I was convinced of these 
two things—a twist away from spitit- 
uality among the group of American 
Catholics who appear before the pub- 
lic as representatives of the Church, 
and a growing suspicion of this group 
on the part of non-Catholics—I de- 
cided to break the taboo and express 
my personal criticism of secular ten- 
dencies within the American Church. 
Specifically I decided to do this when, 
on the occasion of President Truman's 
nomination of General Mark W. 
Clark as Ambassador to the Vatican, 
the eruption of protest informed me 
that the Protestant reaction to Catho- 
lic action in this country was at least 
as strong, if not stronger, than I had 
calculated. 
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Not loved, not honored, and not re- 
spected was I for breaking the taboo 
and expressing my opinion. The arti- 
cles were reported in TIME magazine, 
with the most provocative of my para- 
graphs prominently displayed. The 
Catholic press leaped instantly not to 
the defense, not to a considered or ob- 
jective reply, not to an analysis and 
refutation of the charges, but to a job 
of character assassination. 

The reason for this was obvious. Ac- 
cording to the rule of the taboo all 
criticism must come from the enemy, 
who is outside the group. This fact 
established, the criticism becomes an 
attack, and as criticism is invalid. 
Therefore I had to be reduced to the 
status of one outside the group, an 
enemy whose criticism was invalid be- 
cause, far from being a Catholic, I was 
anti-Catholic. 

This was the line that was followed, 
with difficulty where the periodicals 
were inclined toward honesty, with 
ease in the diocesan newspapers, which 
have few ambitions toward quality. A 
staggering amount of libel was per- 
petrated; it was implied in some dio- 
cesan papers that because I have ar- 
thritis 1 am mentally in- 
competent; I was in one 
instance called a “kept” 
Catholic, in the hire of 
Protestants, and on an- 
other occasion it was said 
that I was a social climb- 
er,always running around 
with Jews and Protes- 
tants. The diocesan col- 
umnist who put that 
thought into print appar- 
ently did not know he 
was giving evidence for 
the social inferiority of 
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Catholics which I mentioned in my ar- 
ticles. He had not, of course, read the 
articles. Only those who wrote in the 
better Catholic periodicals had both- 
ered to do this. Most of those who 
dive-bombed me read the few quota- 
tions in TIME and assumed the rest; 
one paper said I had taken off on birth 
control and planned parenthood, neith- 
er of which was mentioned in the arti- 
cles. Some of the writers asked their 
readers to pray for me. One of these, 
a priest who once tried to influence my 
political opinions, asked that prayers 
be said for my “shattered body” and 
my “utterly confused mind.’ I was 
threatened, in print, with excommuni- 
cation, and in hundreds of letters I 
was promised condemnation to hell by 
Jesus. Most of these letters were writ- 
ten in prose as wretched as that in the 
diocesan press, and many were vicious 
in their threats. 

I was sorry to discover that a large 
number of my fellow Catholics have 
so adjusted themselves to the fourth 
of the Seven Deadly Sins — anger — 
that they have translated it into a vir- 
tue, particularly when it is committed 
in what they consider to be the defense 
of the Church. 

While all this was go- 
ing on I expanded the ar- 
ticles somewhat and Har- 
per & Brothers published 
them as a small book. 
This induced another 
wave of character assas- 
sination, though I was 
cheered this time to no- 
tice that Catholic review- 
ers, especiaily those who 
wrote about it for the 
general press, had appar- 
ently made an effort to 
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read the text. But the line of personal 
condemnation was again followed. I 
was removed from the group, and 
noses were politely held while the 
odor of me was blown away. Once 
outside the group I was an enemy, my 
charges constituted the attacks of an 
enemy, and as criticism they were 
therefore invalid. 

There were even occasions when 
Catholic writers said that the Church 
needed self-criticism. But they imme- 
diately added that mine was not the 
right sort, that I wasn’t the fellow for 
the job, and why hadn't I had the sense 
to realize this? 

Some of my non-Catholic friends 
also said to me, “Did you Aave to do 
it?” They didn’t like the trouble it 
made for them; they are editors and 
they were frightened at the idea of 
dealing with the book. If they printed 
one word for it they would be deluged 
with Catholic pressure, and they knew 
it. So they sacrificed me; they gave the 
book to Catholic reviewers and print- 
ed the personal attacks which these 
Catholic reviewers wrote. 

I have been a book reviewer for 
twenty years; I have written and talk- 
ed about nearly two thousand vol- 
umes. I never treated an author in this 
manner. The act only proves what I 
have said about Catholic pressure: all 
editors and publishers of secular peri- 
odicals are afraid of it. Is that some- 
thing of which the Catholics should be 
proud — that editors who are my 
friends and for whom I have worked 
for years are afraid to give a fair re- 
view to “A Catholic Speaks His 
Mind?” 

Should they be proud of the fact 
that they have deliberately, in the col- 
umns of their press, torpedoed my 
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Catholicism and made not one effort 
to analyze, evaluate, or in any way an- 
swer the criticism I have levelled at 
American Catholicism ? 

What they did they had to do. I re. 
alize this. They had to eject me from 
the group in the eyes of that group. If 
this were not done my criticism would 
indeed have been self-criticism, and 
they would have had to deal with it as 
such. In this case they would have been 
faced with the question I asked: Is 
Catholicism as it is practiced in the 
United States a Christian religion? 
Are anti-Semitism, anti-Protestantism, 
political ambition, materialism, spir- 
itual pride, interference with the rights 
of a majority in the interest of a mi- 
nority—are these the commandments 
of Christ? Are these the best methods 
of affirming the fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of man? 

I am not a Protestant and so I did 
not list the spiritual ills of this large 
group of Christians. But is Protestan- 
tism, as it is practiced today in the 
United States, Christianity? What 
would happen if an Episcopalian 
spoke his mind, or a Presbyterian, or a 
Methodist ? 

In essence what I asked the Catho- 
lics must be asked of the Protestants, 
and must be asked of the Jews. Is any 
of us practicing the religion to which 
he belongs? If so, then what has 
brought about the disunity among us, 
the suspicion, the concern that each 
group is trying to dominate the others? 

If we are not practicing the religion 
of which we are members then we are 
creating a situation of danger for all 
of us, for the group known as Ameti- 
cans and the group known as human- 
ity. The group known as Americans 
now stands in power among humanity. 
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If it suffers from disunity itself, how 
can it lead the rest of the world into 
unity ? 

I have mentioned the Catholic reac- 
tion against me. I have not mentioned 
the reaction for me. It exists. I have 
letters from Catholics who agree with 
me, who say they have been waiting 
for many years for one of their faith 
to say what I have said. I have letters 
from Catholics who say that they, too, 
feel that the “ghettoization” of Catho- 
lic life in America is wrong. They 
want friendship, understanding, and 
cooperation with non-Catholics. 

If we accept the truth that a// dif- 
ferences measure a separation from 
God, and can cleanse ourselves of 
ptide so that we do not feel that one 
difference places us less far away from 
God than another, brotherly love is a 
natural state for us to assume. The 
fatherhood of God then signifies the 
unity we left and to which we must 
return, and the brotherhood of man 
signifies our recognition that the dif- 
ferences between one and the other 
bind all of us in common exile from 
God’s oneness. There can be no sec- 
tarianism in this simple acceptance of 
the eternal triangle of God and man 
and the world. All of us must live in 
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this eternal triangle. Why should we 
not live in it together ? 


I believe we should. I believe we 
must. I believe the future of humanity 
depends on our doing so. That is why, 
as a Catholic, I spoke my mind. 


Roman Catholic Paper 
Condemns Cardinal Segura 


(Continued from page 167) 


no contest. When the Spanish leaders tire 
of the history review, which we suggest for 
them, they might gaze abroad at the current 
religious scene. One point that might occur 
easily is that Protestantism is the wrong 
dragon today. Any lances that can be spared 
from the anti-Communist battle had bet- 
ter be tossed at other targets than Protes- 
tantism. A second lesson from current his- 
tory might be derived from a comparison 
of the vitality of American Catholicism 
flourishing in a Protestant stronghold. 
To some these remarks may smack of re- 
ligious jingoism, but we feel it is past time 
for American Catholics to be relieved from 
the oppressive burden of our Spanish breth- 
ren. We have spent weary hours cleaning up 
the blood the Spaniards overzealously 
spilled in the inquisition. If they wish to 
call the cops on the Protestants four cen- 
turies late they can take the blame them- 
selves. Let them fend for themselves against 
the slings and arrows of world opinion.” 
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HEAD OF THE ROMAN CHURCH— 
LORD OF ALL NATIONS 


By FRANCIS J. KIEDA 


W HAT is the teaching of the 
Roman Catholic Church re- 
garding the infallibility of the Pope? 
Archbishop Manning answers this 
question: 


“When the pope speaks as universal 
doctor, ‘ex cathedra’ (from the seat), 
that is, by the supreme authority to teach 
the Church, delivered by Peter, in de- 
ciding controversies of faith and morals, 
he is altogether infallible.” 


Bishop Cornelio Musso, of Bitorito, 
in a sermon preached in Rome, de- 
clares distinctly concerning the dog- 
ma: “What the Pope utters we must 
receive as though spoken by God Him- 
self. In divine things we hold him to 
be God; in matters of faith I had rath- 
er believe one pope than a thousand 
Augustines, Jeromes, or Gregorys.”” 


This is precisely what is meant by 
the infallibility of the pope, though it 
is not commonly so frankly expressed. 
To err is human, is an attribute of all 
humanity, but in the concerns of faith 
and morals his Holiness does not err, 
therefore, in these relations he is God. 


The doctrine was never received by 
Catholics until 1870. Many of the 


1 Vatican Council, by Archbishop Man- 
ning, N. Y., 1871, p. 69. 


* Conciones in Ep. ad Rom., p. 606. 
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leading men in the Church of Rome 
have utterly repudiated papal infal- 
libility. Du Pin, a Catholic historian, 
writing of the fourth century says; 
“The Church of Rome founded by St. 
Peter and Paul, was considered as the 
first, and its bishop as the first amongst 
all the bishops of the world; yet they 
did not believe him to be infallible; 
and though they frequently consult. 
ed him and his advice was of great 
consequence, yet they did not receive 
it blindfold and implicitly, every bish- 
op imagining himself to have a right 
to judge in ecclesiastical matters.” 
The bishop of Rome could give no 
laws to other prelates; he could offer 
advice. Every ancient bishop had the 
same authority over his flock, which 
the pope had over his. 


The Synod of Constance and Papal 
Infallibility 


In the year 1414 the Synod of Con- 
stance issued the following memorable 
decree: “Every lawfully convoked 
Ecumenical Council representing the 
Church derives its authority immedi- 
ately from Christ, and every one, the 
pope included, is subject to it in mat- 
ters of faith, in the healing of schism, 
and in the reformation of the Church.”* 
This decree was passed unanimously, 
and to show the meaning of the de- 
cree and the fallibility of the pon- 
tiff, Pope John XXIII, a very base 
man, was deposed by the council, and 
Martin V was elected his successor. So 
far from being infallible, the pope was 
subject to the council in faith and mo- 
rals, in office and in punishment. 

8 History of the Church, I, Du Pin, Dub- 
lin, 1723, p. 590. 


* The Pope and Council, by James, Bos- 
ton, 1870, p. 244. 
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According to Manning, in the Vati- 
can Council, eighty bishops spoke on 
the general question of which papal 
infallibility was the main point, and 
nearly forty of these were opposed. 
“The proportion of the opposition,” 
says he, “was not more than one 
sixth.” About one hundred and fifteen 
bishops then, did not believe in the 
new dogma. 


Infallibility was the darling scheme 
of the pope; for years he and his fol- 
lowers, in every part of the world, had 
been advocating it, by flatteries, pro- 
motions, and frowns. The council was 
held under his own eye in Rome, 
where threatenings, favors, and crafty 
persuasions, and the fear of excom- 
munication exert such a powerful in- 
fluence. Only the few had sufficient in- 
dependence to come out against force 
and in the face of danger. From these 
facts it is reasonable to suppose that 
the council held elsewhere would have 
shown a majority against infallibility. 
The men who opposed the dogma at 
the Council were among the ablest 
men in the Roman Church. 


On July 13, 1870, the constitution 
involving infallibility was put to the 
vote, and 88 votes were cast against it. 
Five days later it was put on its final 
passage, and only two bishops record- 
ed their disapprobation of the meas- 
ure, 


The decree containing the dogma of 
papal infallibility reads as follows: 


“We, therefore, faithfully adhering to 
the tradition received from the beginning 
of the Christian faith, for the glory of 
God our Saviour, the exaltation of the 
Catholic religion, and the salvation of 
Christian people, the sacred council giv- 
ing its sanction, teach and define, that it 
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is a dogma divinely revealed, that the 
Pope of Rome, when he speaks ‘ex cathe- 
dra,’ that is, when discharging the duty 
of pastor and teacher of all Christians, 
he defines a doctrine, by his supreme 
apostolic authority, either about faith or 
morals to be held by the universal 
Church, by the divine assistance, prom- 
ised him in blessed Peter, is possessed of 
that infallibility, by which the divine Re- 
deemer wished his Church to be instruct- 
ed in defining doctrines about faith or 
morals: therefore definitions of the Ro- 
man Pontiff of this description are of 
themselves irreformable, and not from 
the consent of the Church.” 

This decree has coerced the minds 
of men into subjection to every papal 
pronouncement in matters of religion, 
morals, politics, and social science. It 
was designed as far as possible to re- 
peal the decree of our Heavenly Fath- 
er investing Jesus Christ with all pow- 
er in heaven and upon earth, and to 
confer the terrestrial empire of Im- 
manuel upon his Holiness. 


Paul IV issued ex cathedra the bull 
cum ex apostolatus officio, in which he 
asserts that as God's representative on 
earth he has full authority over na- 
tions and kingdoms. This bull was is- 
sued in 1558; it was subscribed by the 
cardinals, and afterwards confirmed 
and renewed by Pius V. 


The Popes have never relinquished 
anything. Their coral rocks always 
grow. The claims of their infallibility 
would lead them to dethrone kings, 
banish rulers, destroy the freedom of 
the press, the freedom of conscience, 
and every other obstacle to the tri- 
umph of priestly despotism. Infallibil- 
ity means an unparalleled mental, 
moral, material and universal tyranny 
—a despotism only limited by the ris- 
ing manhood of Catholic laymen and 
the invincible power of the evangel. 
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Rome Welcomes Paganism 


SUALLY, when the word ‘‘naturalism”’ is used, 

there comes to mind its correlative term, pa- 
ganism or heathenism. If we were to examine closely 
the creed, ritual, symbolism, etc. of Romanism, we 
would be forced to conclude that they are grounded 
nakedly on naturalism and paganism. And as such, 
Romanism is the real rival and natural antagonist of 
true Christianity. 


To prove our contention, here are 
excerpts from the writings of reliable 
authorities: 

“If we closely investigate the sub- 
ject,” says DuChoul, “we shall per- 
ceive that many institutions of our re- 
ligion (Roman Catholic) have been 
taken and translated from Egyptian 
and heathen ceremonies. Of this kind 
are tunics and surplices, the crown 
made by our priests, their bowing 
round the altar, sacrificial pomp, the 
music of the temples, adorations, 
prayers, supplications, processions and 
litanies. These and many other things 
which the folly and superstitious ig- 
norance of the heathen refer to their 
gods and deified men, our priests, in 
our mysteries, adapt and refer to the 
sole God, Jesus Christ.’”* 

“It is allowable for the Church (Ro- 
man) to transfer to pious uses those 
ceremonies which the Pagan employed 
impiously to superstitious worship, af- 
ter they had been purified by consecra- 
tion. For the Devil is the more morti- 
fied to see those things returned to 


1Discours de la Religions des Onciens 
Roman a Lyon, p. 339. 
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the service of Jesus Christ.” 

Rev. Father Hue was a Maryknoll 
missionary for many years in Mon- 
golia and Tartary. He knew well the 
similarity existing between Buddhism 
and Romanism. He stated: 

“The cross, the mitre, the dalmatic, 
the cape, that the Grand Lamas wear 
in travelling, or when they perform 
some ceremony without the temple; 
the office of two choirs, the psalmody, 
the exorcism, the censers supported by 
five chains and opening or shutting at 
pleasure, the benediction extending 
their right hand on the head of the 
faithful; the rosary, the celibate cler- 
gy, the spiritual retreats, the worship 
of saints, the fasts, the processions, the 
litanies, the holy water—these are all 
things which the Buddhists have in 
common with us.’”* 

He might have added that the Bud- 
dhists, like the Roman Church, havea 
goddess whom they call ‘““Tienhow’ 
literally meaning “Regina Coli,’ 
Queen of Heaven. This title the Cath- 


> "Onnales” by Cardinal Baroness 1738, 
vol. II, p. 385. 


8 Edinburgh Review, April 1851, p. 411. 
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olic Church borrowed and applied to 
Mary, their Queen of Heaven. 

Furthermore, Gaucher and Horace 
de la Penna, both Jesuit missionaries, 
describe the religion of Buddhism as 
follows: 

“For keeping up discipline and or- 
der in ecclesiastical matters, there is a 
kind of hierarchy answering to arch- 
bishops, bishops and priests. They 
have also their priors, abbots and ab- 
besses, superiors, provincials or such 
like degrees for ordering what con- 
cerns the regular clergy.” 

Their religion agrees with the Ro- 
mish in all essential points. They cele- 
brate the sacrifices of the Mass with 
bread and wine, give extreme unction, 
bless married folks, say prayers over 
the sick, make processions, honour the 
relics of idols, have monasteries and 
nunneries, sing the service of the choir 
like the Romish monks, observe divers 
fasts during the year, undergo the 
most severe penances and among the 
rest, whipping; consecrate Bishops and 
send out missionaries who live in ex- 
treme poverty and travel barefoot, 
etc.””* 

“They make suffrages, alms, pray- 
ers and sacrifices for the dead; have a 
vast number of convents filled up with 
monks and friars amounting to thirty 
thousand, who, besides the three vows 
of poverty, obedience and chastity, 
make several others.’ 

From the above statements we are 
forced to conclude that Romanism is 
the true rival of Christianity. Roman- 
ism has reverted and still reverts to 
naturalism, paganism and_ supersti- 
tion! 





‘Religion and Ceremonies by Nighten- 
gale, pp.447-453. 
* Ibid., Horace de la Penna. 


June, 1952 








The End Justifies the Means 


There is no end 
to arguments that 
Roman Catholic 
apologists will use 
in attempts to jus- 
tify the unscriptu- 
ral beliefs and 
practices of their 
Church. When ev- 
erything else fails they fall back on 
the ‘antiquity’ of such beliefs and prac- 
tices, that they existed in other relig- 
ions long before Christianity, and that 
therefore the Roman Catholic Church 
has no monopoly on them. 


The same argument from antiquity 
is used to make excuse for the worship 
(they call it ““veneration’’) of relics in 
the Roman Catholic Church. In an at- 
tempt to explain away the many fan- 
tastic relics exhibited to American pil- 
grims to Rome and other parts of Italy 
during the Holy Year, Our Sunday 
Visitor of January 15, 1949, declares: 

‘Although Catholics venerate many 
relics, they have no monopoly on the 
pious custom. The word itself was 
used long before the advent of Chris- 
tianity to denote some object, notably 
a part of the body or clothes, remain- 
ing as a memorial of a departed saint. 
The remains of such men as Oedipus, 
Aeschylus and Zoroaster were all treat- 
ed with honor by their followers. The 
tooth of Buddha is preserved and hon- 
ored in Ceylon.” 

This Roman Catholic paper even 
goes so far as to use the preservation 
of Lenin’s body in Moscow by the 
Communists as an argument for the 
veneration of relics by the Roman 
Catholic Church: 

‘And in modern times,” it says, “we 
all know that Lenin's body occupies 
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the center of the stage in Moscow, 
where his vault dominates the square 
outside the Kremlin.” 

OSV lists some of the alleged relics 
of Christ possessed by the Roman 
Catholic Church: the crown of thorns 
in Paris; one of the nails in the iron 
crown of Lombardy; the sponge, part 
of the lance that pierced His side and 
part of the pillar at which He was 
scourged in Rome; part of His wind- 
ing sheet in Turin, and Veronica’s veil 
and five boards of His crib in Rome; 
and pieces of the true cross scattered 
throughout the world. 

Are they genuine? Our Sunday Vis- 
itor says it does not matter: “If the 
relic inspires us to greater devotion,” 
it assures us, "#t matters not so much 
whether it be authentic.” 


Pagan Importations Condemned 

The practices that Romanism copied 
from paganism were condemned as 
abominations by the early Church 
Fathers. The Roman Church through 
the centuries has ignored their con- 
demnation. 

The very core and center of the 
Christian teaching is the ‘good news” 
that we are completely saved by 
Christ’s one sacrifice on Calvary, that 
“There is therefore NOW no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). The very “new- 
ness” and finality of the New Testa- 
ment teaching lies in the fact that all 
the useless half-measures of salvation 
offered in pre-Christian religions, and 
their teaching of condemnation to fur- 
ther punishment after death, have 
been abolished and done away with. 
If these must be retained then there is 
nothing new in Christianity and Jesus 
Christ would be just another of the 
many ‘saviours’ that preceded Him. 
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DO YOU RECOGNIZE THEM? 


"Blessed Yesterday 
— Cursed “Joday’ 


N EWSPAPERS and maga- 
zines have publicized them, 
and their photographs were promin- 
ently displayed. Father Luciano Ne. 
grini was a Roman Catholic priest and 
missionary for fifteen years. While he 
enjoyed the blessing of his Church, 
honor, respect and comfort accompa- 
nied him, until he decided to marry a 
Catholic girl from Chicago, a Catholic 
University professor's daughter who 
followed him to Italy where they were 
married before a civil magistrate in 
Milan. 
Reduced to ostracism, the loss of her 
American citizenship, privations of all 
kinds, she has become an outcast. 


Father Luciano Negrini was auto- 
matically suspended ‘“‘a divinis.” All 
priestly powers have been taken away 
from him. Cursed by excommunica- 
tion from the Roman Catholic Church, 
Rev. and Mrs. Luciano Negrini are 
avoided by the Roman Catholic peo- 
ple. 
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Spiritually, they cannot obtain for- 
giveness of sins in the confessional 
box, nor receive the sacraments of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Funeral serv- 
ices and Roman Catholic burial serv- 
ices will be denied them. 

Materially, the Roman Catholic peo- 
ple everywhere in the world are for- 
hidden, under the censure of auto- 
matic excommunication, to have any 
dealings with them. They are not al- 
lowed to live under the same roof or 
eat at the same table with them; they 
must not invite them to banquets, nup- 
tials, and social gatherings or to their 
fraternal social organizations, nor 
hire them as workers, skilled or un- 
skilled. They must not buy from nor 
sell things to them. Roman Catholic 
people at all times must try to starve 
them back to the Roman Catholic 
Church through ostracism and busi- 
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to face a cold world and suffer their 
curse till the end of their lives. 
In a letter to a converted priest in 



























a — England, Rev. R. K. Mazierski, pastor 
lic } of the Polish Reformed Church, Rev. 
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yet. The last effort to go to England 
net | for domestic work failed just a few 
all | days ago. We got the permits from 
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London, but the same clergymen in- 
fluenced the authorities here not to 
give us the passports. Briefly, we had 
to send the permits back last week. 


“These clergymen do not even have 
pity for Mrs. Negrini who is going to 
have a child in a few months, and 
who, of course, is not supposed to 
sleep on the floor or eat very badly. 
They care for nothing: they still want 
me to go back to the priesthood or 
starve. 


‘For months we have been living 
with six persons in a bare hut. We 
tried every way to get a job but never 
succeeded, and always for the same 
reason.” 


Our prayers and our financial aid 
have been extended to them. The ex- 
priest Rev. Mazierski wrote us a letter 
after the Negrini’s received our com- 
munication: 


“Dear Brother Montano: 


“Your kind letter of April 16 has 
reached me, and was not only a great 
encouragement for me, but even for 
the Negrinis themselves who read it 
with tears of gratitude in their eyes.” 

This help must continue. We ask 
our readers and friends to show a spir- 
it of love and charity by sending to us 
whatever help they might wish to 
share with Rev. and Mrs. Negrini. 

We expect to publish Mr. and Mrs. 


Negrini’s story in our September is- 
sue. 
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The KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
and their FALSE CLAIMS 


CoQ 


The Bible is not a 
Roman Catholic Book 


HE BIBLE is a catholic book 

only in the sense that it is wz7- 
versal, belonging to all nations, and 
written “that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing, ye might have life 
through his name.” (John 20:31). 

It is not a ‘Roman Catholic Book,’ 
as the Knights of Columbus advertise- 
ments would have Protestants believe. 
They maintain that the Bible was writ- 
ten in the beginning by Roman Catho- 
lics, ‘published’ by their Church in the 
year 419, preserved by Roman Catho- 
lics, and can be correctly interpreted 
only by the Roman Catholic Church. 

These claims are made to make 
Protestants believe that the Bible is 
not the sole rule of faith, and that the 
Roman Catholic Church is above the 
Bible in authority. ‘The Bible was not 
completed for hundreds of years after 
Christ left the earth,” they say. ‘For 
three hundred years the world was left 
without the Bible,’ another Catholic 
advertisement says, and Our Sunday 
Visitor claims that: “The Catholic 
Church enjoyed her golden age before 
anybody ever saw the New Testa- 
ment.” 

Here are the true facts: 

1. There was no Roman Catholic 
Church when the Bible (Old and New 
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Testaments) was written. Jesus Christ 
was never in Rome, nor did He found 
a church there. The New Testament 
was completed many centuries before 
the Roman Emperor bestowed prom- 
inence upon the Church of Rome—a 
purely political development. The Old 
Testament Bible may be called a ‘Jew. 
ish Book;’ the New Testament might 
be called a ‘Greek Catholic Book; 
since it was written in Greek. It ex. 
isted long before the establishment of 
the Church of Rome, and in no way 
has it ever depended upon Roman 
Catholics for its authenticity. 


2. The Roman Catholic Church 
“preserved” a Latin translation of the 
Bible (during the centuries when no 
other church was allowed legal ex 
istence in Western Europe), but only 
in the sense that it “kept” it hidden 
away, wrapped up on a shelf as it 
were, from the people. Only in the 
year 1546, thirty years after the Protes- 
tant Reformation which forced the is 
sue by giving the Bible to the people, 
did the Church of Rome pronounce 
its first authoritative statement on the 
Canon of the Bible. Even thereafter, 
pope after pope solemnly forbade the 
translation of the Bible into the com- 
mon languages of the people. 


3. The Church of Rome did not pre 
serve the original text of the Bible, but 
only a faulty Latin translation—the 
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Vulgate, made by St. Jerome in the 
fifth century. The Vatican Codex (in 
Greek) is in possession of the Roman 
Catholic Church, but Catholics do not 
use it. More reliable still are the Sinai- 
tic and Alexandrian Codices, which 
the Roman Catholic Church never had 
their hands on. The Douay (Roman 
Catholic) version is only an English 
translation of the faulty Vulgate, not 
from the original Greek, to which the 
Roman Catholic Church has added 
seven apocryphal books which even 
St. Jerome rejected. The Catholic En- 
cyclopedia (vol. 3, p. 272) admits 
that St. Jerome rejected these apocry- 
phal books. 

4. All the early Christians were 
‘Bible Christians, and, the same as 
Protestants today, followed the Bible 
as their sole rule of faith. The various 
‘Churches’ — Greek, African, Roman 
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— came centuries after. No ‘infallible’ 
pope then existed, nor has any pope 
ever interpreted infallibly (ex cathe- 
dra) any text of the Bible. 


5. The Bible does not contain the 
many teachings which must be be- 
lieved in order to be a good Roman 
Catholic today — the sacrifice of the 
mass, confession, purgatory, indul- 
gences, etc. 

The embarrassing question presents 
itself: If the Bible be a ‘Roman Cath- 
olic Book,’ why does not the Church 
of Rome live up to its teachings ? 

The issue, therefore, is as follows: 
The Roman Catholic Church wants to 
claim that the Bible from the time of 
Jesus Christ was written, preserved by, 
and rightfully belongs to Roman Cath- 
olics. At the same time, it wants to 
claim that for three hundred years the 
world was left without the Bible. 
Therefore, it is further claimed, we 
can still do without the Bible because 
we have the Roman Catholic Church 
as infallible guide. The Bible, they 
say, is a “dead book,” the Catholic 
Church is a “‘living organism” and the 
final authority in all matters of faith. 

How can all three claims be sus- 
tained at the same time? 


6. The Roman Catholic rule of 
faith was established by the Council 
of Trent when it ordered that Roman 
Catholics are forbidden to interpret 
Scripture in matters of faith and mor- 
als “contrary to the sense of the 
Church, or the unanimous consent of 
the Fathers.’* Similarly, the Creed of 
Pius IV: “Nor will I ever take and in- 
terpret the Holy Scriptures otherwise 
than according to the unanimous con- 
sent of the Fathers.” 


1 Decrit. Trident. 





Unfortunately, the fathers are not 
unanimous but contradictory exposi- 
tors of Scripture, and thus are not re- 
liable counsellors to be followed in 
matters of faith and morals. 

Take for instance the various inter- 
pretations given to the Lord’s Prayer. 
One would expect that on this part of 
Scripture at least the Roman Catholic 
claim of patristic Unanimity is tenable 
or valid. But the contrary is true. Here 
is the record of the different opinions 
held by the fathers on this particular 
part of Scripture. 

a) “Our Father who art in Heav- 
en.” Every Christian knows perfectly 
well what these words mean. How- 
ever, S. Bernard, Chrysostom, and 
Gregory Nyssen believe that “heav- 
en” means literally heaven. Augustine, 
Ambrose, and Cyril think that “heav- 
en” denotes the souls of believers. 

b) “Hallowed be thy name.’ Jer- 
ome, Cyril and Chrysostom declare 
that this means “May God's name be 
glorified.” Cyrian and Tertulian de- 
clare that it means ‘‘May we persevere 
in holiness.” 

c) “Thy kingdom come.” Ambrose 
preached that these words refer only 
to the kingdom of grace. Cyprian, Ter- 
tullian and Augustine proclaim that 
these words do not refer to the king- 
dom of grace but to the kingdom of 
glory. 

d) “Thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.” Cyprian states that 
“heaven”’ stands for the faithful; and 
“earth” for unbelievers. Augustine 
and Tertullian state that “heaven” 
stands for the Spirit; and ‘‘earth” for 
the flesh. 

e) “Give us this day our daily 
bread.” Ambrose, Cyril, and Jerome 
say that it signifies our Spiritual nour- 
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ishment. Chrysostom says it signifies 
our bodily nourishment. 

f) “Forgive our trespasses, as we 
forgive them that tresspass agains 
us.” Augustine believes that thes 
words mean, forgive our venial sins 
but not our mortal sins. Chrysostom 
believes that it points out that there 
is a place for indulgences and penance, 
Cyprian, Gregory Nyssen, and Ter. 
tullian believe that these words de 
note that all, both sinners and saints 
stand in need of forgiveness. 

g) “Lead us not into temptation.” 
Regarding this clause, Jerome and 
Helary differ somewhat from Cyprian, 
Chrysostom, and Tertullian. 

h) “Deliver us from evil.” Augus 
tine, Cyprian, and the Latin fathers 
maintain that these words signify: 
“Deliver us from evil in general.” 
Theophylact, Gregory Nyssen, Chry- 
sostom, Cyril, and all the Greek fath. 
ers, maintain that this means: Deliver 
us from Satan. 


Variances of Interpretation 

What is the true church, who is the 
head of the church? The Knights of 
Columbus answer by saying that all 
the Fathers affirm that Peter is the 
rock and foundation on which the 
Church is built; and they quote the 
following words: “Thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my 
church.” If the church fathers are 
unanimous in their interpretation of 
this Scriptural passage, then the it 
dividual Roman Catholic is bound to 
accept that interpretation; but if the 
are not unanimous, he is bound by the 
common sense principle of contradic 
tion to discard their interpretation. Let 
us examine what the Fathers write. 


Some of them hold that the rock és 
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Peter's faith. Cyril of Alexander said: 
"He called nothing but the firm and 
immovable faith of the disciple the 
rock upon which the Church was 
founded, without the possibility of 
falling.”’* Chrysostom also states: ‘He 
did not say, upon Peter, for he did not 
found his church upon a man, but 
upon faith. What, therefore, is meant 
by ‘upon this rock?’ Upon the confes- 
sion contained in his words.””* Again 
Chrysostom says: “And again I say 
unto thee, Thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; that 
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nq | Sto Say, upon the faith of the confes- 
an, sion.”"* Finally Augustine: “I have 





said, in a certain passage respecting 
the Apostle Peter, that the church is 
founded upon him as upon a rock... 





sUS- 











fr But I know that I have frequently af- 
,” | terwards so expressed myself that the 
- phrase ‘upon this rock’ should be un- 





derstood to be the rock which Peter 
confessed. For it was not said to him, 
Thou art Petra, but Thou art Pet- 
ae” 

It is also this passage that Roman 
Catholics use to falsely deduce that 
Peter had an absolute supremacy over 
the other apostles and, thus, that he 
was the first Pope of Rome, the pres- 
ent Pope Pius XII being his legitimate 
successor. But Cyprian denies all this 
when he writes: “The other Apostles 
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| my § were the same as Peter, endowed with 

ate J an equal fellowship both of honor and 
n off power, but the beginning proceeded 
e in F from unity that the Church of Christ 
id tof might be shown to be one.’”® 

a Again: John 5:39 — “Search the 
y the 
ie * Dian 4, on Holy. Trin. 

Leh ° Serm. de Pent. 
: * Chrys. Serm. 54, on Matt. 
ite. 5 . ‘ 

* Retract. lib. 1, August. 

yk is ° De Unit. Eccles. Chryst. 
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Scriptures.”” In the Roman Catholic 
version of the Bible it is “You search 
the Scripture.’ Since the Greek verb 
may be either in the indicative or im- 
perative mood, the Roman Church 
may be correct in their translation. But 
this does not matter much because the 
passage even in the indicative mood 
implies divine consent in the practice 
of searching of Scripture. Neverthe- 
less Cyril of Alexander agrees with 
the Roman Catholic Church in hold- 
ing that the passages in the indicative 
mood and thus does not have an order 
to search the Scriptures; but Chrysos- 
tom on the contrary says: “He did not 
say, read the Scriptures, but search the 
Scriptures, since the things that are 
said of him require much research. For 
this reason he commands (Xeleuei) 
them to search the Scriptures with dili- 
gence, that they may discover the 
things that lie deep.’”* 


Forgiveness of Sins 

“Whose sins you shall forgive, they 
are forgiven; whose sin you shall re- 
tain, they are retained.” The Protes- 
tant Evangelical Church holds that 
this is a ministerial and declarative 
absolution; the Roman Church holds 
that it is judicial: i.e. there flows a 
spiritual power from the eternal spir- 
itual priestly character imprinted on 
the soul of the Roman Catholic priest 
through the sacrament of Holy Order 
enabling the Roman Catholic priest to 
hear confession of sins in the confes- 
sional box and then to either forgive 
or retain sins exactly as if he were God 
Himself. Chrysostom agrees with the 
decree of the Council of Trent in the 
interpretation of this Scriptural pas- 

(Continued on page 190) 


8 Homily on Gospel of St. John, 40th, 
Chrysostom. 
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“SAVONAROLA stands out from the Italian Renaissang 
of which he is an essential part, in heroic proportions, and irradiated 
with the halo of martyrdom,” wrote Professor Villari. Though som 
Roman theological mud may have clung to his feet, this dauntles 
holy Italian is a burning light in the dense darkness of corrupt med. 


eval Romanism. 


IROLAMO MARIA 

FRANCESCO MATTEO 
SAVONAROLA was born of a good 
family in Ferrara on September 21, 
1452, in an age of great learning but 
singular wickedness. Italy was at that 
time split up amongst many strong 
kings and dukes, of whom Luke Lor- 
enzo de Medici, highly renowned for 
his patronage of poetry and the fine 
arts, made Florence a hotbed of vice. 
Yet in evil he was utterly outdone by 
a Pope of those times, Alexander VI, 
who was a monster of iniquity. 

The grandfather of Savonarola, Mi- 
cheli, an eminent physician, was mosr 
anxious that this promising boy should 
follow his profession. For fourteen 
years he carefully educated him in 
natural science, but on his death his 
father proceeded to teach him phil- 
osophy. The gay, sinful life of Ferrara 
failed to attract the thoughtful youth, 
and at the age of twenty-one he en- 
tered the Dominican monastery of Bo- 
logna, telling his father that he had 
taken the step because of “the great 
misery of the world: the iniquities of 
men, the rapes, the adulteries, the 
thefts, the pride, the idolatry, the cru- 
el blame. The age has come to such 
a pass that there is no longer anyone 
to be found who does good. I could 
not endure this great sickness of the 
blinded people of Italy. On this ac- 
count I prayed every day to Messer 
Jesus Christ to raise me from the mire, 
and so I continually offered my little 
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prayer with the greatest devotion ty 
God, saying: ‘Show me the way in 
which I ought to walk, for I lift up m 
soul unto Thee.’ ” 

Before he took monastic vows, §& 
vonarola had spent hours in prayer, 
entreating the Lord to send some rem. 
edy for the evils of a dissolute, vile 
and corrupted age. In teaching Greek 
Hebrew, and other Oriental tongues 
in the Convent, he was led to the 
Scriptures, and the Bible became his 
inseparable companion. At first he 
hoped that he and his followers might 
take the Gospel to the Turks, but af. 
ter a time he began to exercise his 
marvelous gifts as a preacher to his 
own people. At the end of seven year 
he was transferred to St. Mark's in 
Florence, where he helped to bring 
about the downfall and expulsion of 
the infamous house of Medici, and to 
found a new democratic constitution. 
From the pulpit he exerted such e 
traordinary power that an earnest ef 
fort after Godly living replaced skep 
ticism, frivolity, and vice. The vas 
Cathedral of Florence could not hold 
the great crowds who flocked to hea 
him, and women and children wer 
excluded while troops surrounded the 
building to keep order. After a time 
special galleries were built for the 
young, over whom Savonarola obtait- 
ed a remarkable influence. Carnivi 
times had always brought scenes 0 
violence, and the gamins of the city, 
after treating passers-by with gross it 
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Dominican Monk 


SAVONAROLA 





E solence, would form into two patties, 
and, arming themselves with heavy 
stones, would pelt each other until 
several were killed. As a rule they got 
off without punishment. Under the 
teaching of Savonarola,a great change 
took place, and he formed them into 
» exp 2 society, divided into companies, each 
st eff aving a captain and quarters. These 
companies patrolled the city, giving 
wit alms to the poor, and searching the 
hold houses of the rich for evil books and 
pictures. On the last day of Lent, these 
were “ete piled up in the form of a huge 
.d the} PY'amid, which was set on fire, while 
- time UMpets sounded, bells clashed, and 
r thep the people shouted with joy. For sev- 
tain (4! years these bonfires took place, a 
rnivit ken of the great change that had 
ses off “ansformed the city. 

But Pope Alexander, whose crimes 
xf tad been strongly condemned by Sa- 
vonarola, now sought to lure him into 
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In spite of Savonarola’s wishes, the Dominicans fought so vigorously with heavy 
crucifixes and lighted torches that their assailants were driven off 


Rome. When the invitation was po- 
litely declined, he ordered the monk 
to cease from preaching. This was fol- 
lowed by a decree of excommunica- 
tion, which Savonarola utterly defied, 
declaring that Alexander was no Pope, 
no Christian, and not even a believer 
in God. The furious Pontiff called on 
the Court of Elder Statesmen to with- 
draw their protection from “this vile 
worm,” and to send him to Rome to 
entreat forgiveness. 

His enemies next demanded an or- 
deal by fire, and though opposed by 
Savonarola, arrangements were made 
for carrying it out in the great square. 
But heavy rain fell, darkness came on, 
and the mob, yelling with disappoint- 
ed fury, was forced to disperse. 

The next morning, April 8th, Sa- 
vonarola preached his last sermon to 
suffer for his flock. Later in the day 
the convent was surrounded by armed 
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foes. Some of the monks prepared to 
defend themselves, but Savonarola in- 
sisted that prayer must be the only 
weapon used, and all knelt and sang: 
“Save Thy people, O Lord.” 

As night fell, the besiegers grew 
more furious. Some set fire to the con- 
vent gates, while others scaled the 
walls and broke into the choir where 
the monks knelt in prayer. In spite of 
Savonarola’s wishes, the Dominicans 
fought so vigorously with heavy cruci- 
fixes and lighted torches that their as- 
sailants were driven off. It was not till 
an order came from the Government 
that they laid down their arms. 

“IT did not know that the whole city 
would so soon turn against me,” said 
Savonarola, “‘but the will of the Lord 
be done. My last advice is this: let 
faith, patience, and prayer be your 
arms.” With his faithful friend, Fra 
Domineco, Savonarola then gave him- 
self up to the officers. Turning to the 
monks, he said: “My brethren, do 
not doubt. The work of the Lord will 
always go forward, and my death will 
only hasten it.” 

Then followed a month of cruel 
torture, when his tormentors vainly 
sought to make him confess to guilt. 
Foiled in this attempt he was given a 
time of rest and solitude in prison, 
where when sufficiently recovered he 
again took up his pen. 

“Whither shall I, a sinner, turn? 
To the Lord, Whose mercy is infinite. 
Let the world oppress me as it will: 
let my enemies rise up against me: I 
have no longer any fear, having put 
all my trust in the Lord. Soon I shall 
be free from all tribulation.” 

Three times he and his two friends 
were tried before the death sentence 
was pronounced. They were allowed 
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to spend the last night together, and 
partook of the Lord’s Supper. 


“Thou didst go upon the cross to 
shed Thy blood for our sins,” prayed 
Savonarola. “I pray Thee that tha 
blood may be in remission of my sins 
of which I implore Thy pardon, a 
also of every offence or hurt done to 
this city, and of every error of which 
I may be ignorant.” 


Soon after the three were led to 
the Piazza, where the Bishop of Vaso. 
na performed the ceremony of degra. 
dation. After the prisoners had been 
stripped of their monastic garb, taking 
Savonarola by the arm, the Bishop, 
with a faltering voice, said: “I separate 
thee from the Church militant and tri 
umphant.” In a clear, ringing voice, Sa 
vonarola replied: “Militant, not tr 
umphant: for this is not thine.” 


On the scaffold a priest asked him: 
“With what mind dost thou bear this 
martyrdom ?” 


‘The Lord has suffered as much for 
me,” was the reply. As the hangman 
prepared the fatal cord, he spoke once 
more: “O Florence, what hast thou 
done this day?” 

‘He was put to death,” said Luther, 
“only because he had desired that 
someone might come to purify the 
slough of Rome.” 

With dauntless courage he blazed 
the path for the later Reformers 
counting not his life dear unto him 9 
that he might make known the Gos 
pel of Christ. Had the blinded people 
of Italy heeded his voice, their land 
would have been great among the ne 
tions instead of facing its present deg- 
radation and misery. But it knew not 
the time of its visitation, or the great- 
ness of the prophet sent unto it. 
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T IS not generally known that, in 
| the event of war against the Vati- 





7 can by an avowed enemy of relig- 
0 F ion, plans are laid for the Pope to come to 
ng # Canada. 





This Is No Hearsay 

The New York Times of August 1, 1951, 
has this to say, 

“Plans to safeguard the continuity of the 
Vatican administration in the event Rome 
is invaded by a power such as the Soviet 
Union which is an avowed enemy of re- 
ligion have been ready for years, prelates 
sy... An information service that spe- 
cializes on Vatican views said today ‘Cana- 
da had been chosen as a Vatican haven in 
case of war, but denied flatly the Pope 
would leave Rome or abdicate.’ ”” 

But the Pope has changed his mind. 

Unlike his determination to remain in 
the Vatican during the last war, Pope Pius 
has made definite plans to evacuate Rome 
in the event that the church government 
should be seized by the Communists. 

“To avoid such a situation it is certain 
that the Holy See has detailed plans for the 
transfer of the seat of the Apostolic See to 





















€fs, } an area free from danger. The problem of 
1 $0 | remaining aloof from 
3os- | strictly political is- 





sues is such a vital 
one that the argu- 
ment in favour of 
Canada as a haven 
takes considerable 
force. In Catholic 
Quebec the Holy See 
would come closest 
to finding an envi- 
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QUEBEC - Haven of rest for the Vatican? 


By Rev. ALEXANDER A. Murray, D.D. 


SSIES 





ronment similar to that of Italy, and one 
that is equally favourable to its functioning 
as a universal organization.’ 


Canadians Beware 

Should the Vatican be transferred from 
Rome to Canada, one of the greatest ene- 
mies of freedom, progress and peace would 
be in our midst. The Pope is no innocent, 
harmless head of a spiritual organization 
but the supreme usurper in matters of gov- 
ernment, politics, economics, and even of 
every phase of human relationships. He 
would not be very long in Canada until his 
seductive and subtle power would be felt 
from coast to coast. 

This is no cry of “Wolf! Wolf!” when 
there is no wolf. 

Let us answer Rome out of her own 
mouth, Canon 1495 says, 


“The Catholic Church and the Apostolic 
See have by their very nature the right 
freely and independently of the civil power 
to acquire, retain and administer temporal 
goods for the prosecution of their proper 
purposes.” 


Let It Be Known 

The Vatican, true to its claims, prints 
its own stamps, mints 
its own coins. Its 
money is legal tender 
throughout Italy. It 
has its own railways, 
radio, newspaper and 

laws. 
1 See “Eugenio Pa- 
celli: Pope of Peace” 
by Oscar Halecki, pp. 


329-330. 
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Did the Vatican move to Canada it 
would insist upon many of the provisions 
of the Lateran Treaty. It would not be con- 
tent as an Independent State within the 
Dominion of Canada but would raise its 
head and rest not day or night till it be- 
came the supreme governing body through- 
out our fair land. 


This Must Not Happen 

Will the Senate and Members of Parlia- 
ment of Canada dare to allow the Pope to 
come to Canada to set up his throne with- 
out consulting the people whom they rep- 
resent in their high and responsible office? 

The people of Canada who love freedom, 
especially religious freedom, must and will 
rise up and let the Members of Parliament 
know, with no uncertain voice, that the 
Vatican shall not be allowed to set up its 
throne in Canada. 


The Lesson of Quebec 

Let us look at Quebec for a moment. Its 
laws are the laws of the Roman Church. It 
controls the entire province. It has immense 
holdings in lands, public utilities, banks 
and industries. The Hierarchy and Clergy 
largely rule the trade unions, and freedom 
of speech and religion is dangerously cur- 
tailed. 

The laws of Quebec show no considera- 
tion for, or mercy to, the Protestant minori- 
ty. The Bill of Rights is simply a scrap of 
= to be thrown into the waste paper 

asket. Such action has been fully demon- 
strated lately by the persecutions, arrests, 
imprisonments, and fines enacted against 
men and women whose only crime was that 
of distributing and preaching the word of 
God for the regenerating and uplifting of 
the people. 


The Lesson of Montreal 

The Archbishop of Montreal, not satis- 
fied with exercising his powers within his 
own ee province, step ed out and 
succeeded in having a city by-law passed to 
close all stores and business premises on all 
Roman Catholic holy days. Once the head 
of the Roman Catholic Church is allowed 
to set foot on Canadian soil, what has hap- 
pened in Montreal will take place in every 
city and town in our fair land. 
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Give the pope an inch and he will tay 
a mile. 

We are not blind to the power and Prog. 
ress of Rome. We must set our faces like 
a flint against this subtle foe of freedom of 
religion and all the other freedoms to 
numerous to mention. 


Civil War 

We have trouble enough in Canada ¢ 
the present moment. Our hands are mor 
than full holding back the tides of Com. 
munism but, with the advent of the P, 
another major enemy equally and even mor 
subtle would be on our hands. 

The spirit of the great Protestant Refor. 
mation is by no means dead. There ar 
tens of thousands of virile Protestant 
ple who are ready if need be to defend 
their priceless heritage—an heritage bought 
with the price of sweat and blood and tears 
To defend this we, the sons of the mighty 
Reformers and world Benefactors, are ready 
to pay the same price with our blood and 
our sweat and our tears. 

Will the Government be so blind and 
so senseless as to allow such a state of 
things to arise? 

Is this to be a voice crying in the wilder. 
ness ? 

The voice of the people must be heard 
and will be heard as to whether Pope Pius 
XII is to be allowed to enter Canada, 
he will most surely attempt to do should 
the Communists capture the Vatican. 

God forbid that such a calamity should 


come upon us! 


“Our liberties are safe until the mem- 
ories and experiences of the past are 
blotted out and the Mayflower with its 
band of pilgrims forgotten; until our 
public-school system has fallen into de 
cay and the Nation into ignorance; u- 
til legislators have resigned their func 
tions to ecclesiastical powers and their 
prerogatives to priests.”’ 


—from The Public Papers of 
WOODROW WILSON 


(Authorized Edition), Part 1, 
Vol. 1, p. 62. 


The Converted Catholic Magazim 





the righteousness of God in him” (II 
Cor. 5:21). 


Here then was the very core and 
center of the Christian Gospel mes- 
sage. This was the ‘‘good news’ that 
mankind had waited for, a method for 
the forgiveness of sins and the justifi- 
cation of lost mankind that no other 
religion could ever offer. St. Peter 
himself, claimed by Rome to be the 
first Pope, also makes this clear (I Pet. 
1:10): Of which salvation the proph- 
ets have inquired and searched dili- 
gently, who prophesied of the grace 
that should come unto you.” But even 
the prophets of the Jewish religion 
did not fully comprehend how great 

would be this 


JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH 2 © ivstifice 


By W. M. Montano 


SYHARTIN LUTHER, as a 

#a4,@ Roman Catholic priest, had 
suffered the anguish of soul that comes 
from the uncertainty of priestly par- 
dons and papal indulgences. For the 
only righteousness he then knew was 
that of a vengeful God who could 
never be fully appeased by works of 
penance or satisfied with repeated ab- 
solutions of priests in a confession 
box. Then he discovered that the New 
Testament teaching was something en- 
tirely different from what he had 
learned from his Roman Catholic the- 
ology. In the Scriptures he found it 
clearly set forth that Christ had ful- 
filled the righteousness of the law for 
sinners, and that God pardons their 
sins by imputing the obedience and 
satisfaction of Christ to them. ‘For he 
bath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made 
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tion to be 
wrought by the 
Saviour whom 
they foretold and longed for. Peter (v. 
11) thus pictures them as “Searching 
what, or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did 
signify, when it testified beforehand 
the sufferings of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow.” 

The reasserted doctrine of justifica- 
tion by faith thus became the pivot 
of the entire Protestant Reformation 
movement in the sixteenth century. 
Luther pronounced it to be the acid 
test of “‘a standing or a falling church.” 
And it has ever since been, and re- 
mains to this day, the firm foundation 
of all Protestant belief, the fundamen- 
tal point of cleavage between Protes- 
tantism and Roman Catholicism. It 
can be simply stated as follows: “The 
only ground or plea upon which sin- 
ners may receive forgiveness and ac- 
ceptance with God is the perfect 
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atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ 
who bore our guilt, paid our debt, ful- 
filled the righteousness of the law for 
us and set us free from condemnation 
forever.’ 

The assurance of this astounding 
revelation is constantly repeated all 
through the New Testament, and the 
denial or distortion of it makes null 
and void the entire Gospel teaching. 
Following are a few random excerpts 
to confirm this: 

John 5:24: “Verily, verily, I say un- 
to you, he that heareth my word, and 
believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life.” 

Rom. 5:1: “Therefore being justi- 
fied by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Rom. 8:1: “There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are 
in Christ Jesus.” 

Titus 3:5,7: “Not byworks of right- 
eousness which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy he saved us... 
that being justified by his grace, we 
should be made heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life.” 

Eph. 1:7: “In whom we have re- 
demption through his blood, the for- 
giveness of sins, according to the rich- 
es of his grace.” 

Phil. 3:9: “Not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God by faith.” 

I Pet. 1:5: “Who are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto sal- 
vation, ready to be revealed in the 
last time.” 


1 Our Priceless Heritage, by Henry M. 
Woods, p. 115. 
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I Pet. 2:24: “Who his own self bar 
our sins in his own body on the tre 
that we, being dead to sins, should 
live unto righteousness: by who 
stripes ye were healed.” 

Col. 2:13-14: “And you, being dead 
in your sins and the uncircumcision 
of your flesh, hath he quickened t. 
gether with him, having forgiven you 
all trespasses. Blotting out the hand. 
writing of ordinances that was against 
us, which was contrary to us, and took 
it out of the way, nailing it to biy 
cross.” 

Acts 16:31: “Believe on the Lond 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved 

The Protestant faith is grounded 
upon a spiritual acceptance of Chris 
as perfect Saviour and the operation 
of the indwelling Holy Spirit, not up 
on the niceties of legal distinctions in 
the works of men as in Roman Catho 
lic theology. Protestants may differ in 
several secondary matters, but they are 
essentially united on the totality and 
completeness of their salvation by 
Christ alone, and in their understand. 
ing of all that the word implies as 
to forgiveness of sin, justification, te 
demption, sanctification and eventual 
glorification. Thus they fully agree 
together: 

1. that salvation is by grace through 
faith, “not by works lest any man should 
boast;”’ 

2. that forgiveness is complete, both 
as regards guilt and punishment; 

3. that God pardons repentant sinners 
by imputing to them the obedience and 
satisfaction of Christ: “For he hath made 
him to be sin for us, who knew no sin.” 

4, that, as St. Peter taught, those who 
are saved “are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation.” 


5. that “If any man sin, we have a 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Chris 
the righteous” (I John 2:1); 
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6. that both original sin and actual 
sins are completely covered by Christ’s 
once-offered propitiatory sacrifice on Cal- 
vary, as St. Peter (I Pet. 3:18) again as- 
sures us: “For Christ hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God.” 

7. that good works follow after, but 
never can be the cause of salvation, and 
result in the sanctification of the believer 
by the operation of the constant indwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. 




























The Golden Chain 


In the New Testament doctrine of 
salvation, therefore, sinners are com- 
pletely justified by faith, forgiven of 
their sins and sanctified by the in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit—saved, forgiven 
and kept by the power of God unto 
salvation. We are no longer under the 
law but under grace (Rom. 6:14); 
grace takes upon itself the fulfillment 
of all that the law requires of us. 
Grace effects a justification that is 
complete and certain, the only way in 
which a man can have true peace and 
joy of conscience. It is the fact of be- 
ing “conscience-free” of sin that real- 
ly matters, that a sure way of dispos- 
ing of sin—which is our inheritance 
from Adam till death—has been made 
available to us through Christ: “Since 
we are justified by faith we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ... .” And for this reason again 
there is now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus . . . who 
persevere therein, not walking after 
the flesh, but after the spirit (Rom. 
8:1). “Where there is forgiveness of 
sins,’ Luther declared, ‘‘there is life 
and felicity.” 

In Roman Catholic teaching all is 
uncertainty, slavish drudgery, a con- 
tinual lashing of the conscience, a re- 
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turn to the spirit of bondage, a God 
with whom we are never fully recon- 
ciled, a High Priest who demands 
daily repetition of propitiatory sacri- 
fices by men, a Holy Spirit who does 
not fully sanctify. In the Evangelical 
teaching, on the other hand, there is 
certainty, freedom from the law and 
peace of conscience, a God with whom 
the sinner is fully reconciled, a High 
Priest, “Who needeth not daily, as 
those high priests, to offer up sacri- 
fice, first for his own sins, and then 
for the people’s: for this he did once, 
when he offered up himself” (Hed. 7: 
27), and a Holy Spirit who fully sanc- 
tifies the sinner by His indwelling 
presence. 


The surety of this is to be found in 
Rom. 8:29-30: ““Whom he did fore- 
know, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son... 
whom he did predestinate, them also 
he called . . . whom he called, them 
he also justified: and whom he justi- 
fied, them he also glorified.’” Thus the 
golden chain in the new economy of 
salvation: foreknown and predestinat- 
ed to be called, justified, sanctified and 
glorified. 

What amazed these Protestant re- 
formers most of all was the daring, yet 
only satisfying teaching that through 
justification by faith we are assured 
of complete forgiveness of sins, that 
we are fully and freely justified by 
Christ who, in our stead, met every 
demand of the law for us. How then 
could there be any mere half-measure 
of forgiveness when Jesus Christ Him- 
self “is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption” (I Cor. 1:30). 
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Knights of Columbus and Their False Claims. 
(Continued from page 181 ) 


sage. However, Augustine holds the 
contrary opinion. In opposing the Do- 
natists who taught that he had this 
priestly power, Augustine remarks: 
‘That passage in the Gospel, ‘As my 
Father hath sent me, so also do I send 
you; when he had said this he breathed 
upon them, and said, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost; if you forgive anyone’s 
sins, they shall be forgiven; and if you 
retain anyone’s sins, they shall be re- 
tained, —would be against us, so that 
we should be compelled to confess 
that this was done by men, and not 
through men, if after he had said, 
‘And I also send you,’ he had imme- 
diately added, ‘Whose sins ye remit, 
they are remitted; whose sins ye re- 
tain, they shall be retained.’ But since 
the words are introduced, ‘When he 
had said this he breathed upon them, 
and said, ‘Receive ye the Holy Ghost,’ 
and then was conferred through them 
either the remission or retention of 
sins, it is sufficiently shown, that they 
themselves did not act, but the Holy 
Spirit through them; as he says in an- 
other place, ‘It is not ye that speak, but 
the Holy Spirit who is in you.’ ’”* 
These instances are sufficient to 
show opposite views and contradic- 
tions amongst the church Fathers in 
their interpretation of Scriptural texts; 
and that the Roman Church has 
taught and still teaches doctrines 
against which the Church Fathers 
fought bitterly. Despite this evident 
contradiction, the Roman Church has 
the audacity to bind Roman Catholic 
clerics and alics never to interpret 


° Contra Epist. Parmeniani, lib. 2, Au- 
gust. 
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Scripture “except according to the 
unanimous consent of the Fathers” 
As this patristic unanimity does no 
exist, as demonstrated in these page, 
every Roman Catholic is bound, op 
his own principle, to attach no mean. 
ing to them at all, and to admit that 
the Canon of Vicent of Lerins of the 
fifth century which urges Roma 
Catholics “to hold that doctrine 
which everywhere, and always and by 
all, has been believed,” is untenable 


The Roman Catholic teaching that 
tradition as found in the patristic writ 
ings is of equal value and authority to 
Scripture is not very convincing. It is 
common knowledge that only about 
two per cent of the Roman Catholic 
understand the Latin and Greek la 
guages. Thus, if they went to search 
the writings of their Church fathers to 
find out whether they were unanimous 
on some particular portion of Scrip 
ture, they would fail miserably becaus 
of their inability to comprehend thei 
works which are written in the Latin 
and Greek languages. Thus, the Ro 
man Catholic is forced to accept what 
his priests (about 70% of whom d 
not know the Latin and Greek lar 
guages) allege to be true. The Roman 
Catholic is unable to verify it in the 
writings of the Fathers because of ig 
norance of the language and so a 
ways runs the risk of being easily im 
posed upon by Roman Catholic theo 
logians and authorities. 

If, on the other hand, a Roma 
Catholic is told that certain texts att 
in the Bible, all that he has to do is go 
to the English version of the Bible av 
thorized by his Church to verify it 
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> Italian Catholic Action reminded Ro- 
man Catholics that the law of their 
church forbids them to join the Young 
Men’s or Young Women’s Christian As- 
sociation because of their “generally 
Protestant composition.” 

The statement from Catholic Action 
said that the associations, which first ap- 
peared in Italy during World War I, had 

in become established here after the 
eration of Italy by allied forces. 

Catholic Action recalled that a letter 
to Catholic bishops from the congrega- 
tion of the holy office in 1920, described 
the Y.M.C.A. as among associations 
“that tear the faithful from the lap of 
mother church.” The congregation is 
one of 11 such bodies in charge of church 
affairs. Catholic Action said that Y.M. 
CA. offices were established in Rome, 
Milan, Turin and in other localities. 


> The Israeli flag appeared for the first 
time in the Vatican City. It was on a 
limousine that bore Moshe Sharett, Is- 
raeli foreign minister, on a courtesy call 
to Pope Pius. Sharett was accompanied 
by his wife and by Moshe Ishai, Israeli 
minister to Rome. The audience lasted 
15 minutes. 


> Men of Parks College of Aeronautical 
Technology must not become intellectual 
isolationists, the Very Rev. Paul C. Rein- 
ert, §. J., president of St. Louis Univer- 
sity told 33 graduates and their families 
at commencement exercises at the Col- 
lege in East St. Louis. 

“No one in his right mind thinks that 
Hitler or Stalin or any other totalitarian 
is to be condemned because they taught 
or teach certain truths as absolute and 
to be accepted by all,” he said. 

“We condemn them because what they 
claim as absolute truth is false, he ex- 
plained. “The battle with Communism 
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and Fascism is this; which absolutes are 
true, theirs or ours?” 


B® The Vatican “undeniably is living 
through its last days,” Paul Pawlenko, 
a Soviet writer, declared in an article 
which clearly reveals Communism’s un- 
abated hatred of the Catholic Church 
and everything Catholic. It appeared in 
an issue of Soviet Literature, a monthly 
published in Moscow in six languages— 
Russian, English, German, French, Span- 
ish and Polish. 

The Soviet writer proclaims that “the 
people of the world are not moving but 
rushing toward Communism.” He says 
that “Catholicism as a religion will con- 
tinue to exist, but as for the Vatican, 
it is high time it disappeared.” 

As for the present Pope the writer 
says, “One might paint him as a fanatical 
Jesuit who won’t be deterred from any 
murder, perjury or blasphemy, if they 
help to reach a given goal. People like 
him . . . are primarily motivated by hate 
against everything contradicting their 
own view of life.” 


® Advance of Roman Catholic Church 
activities in Oregon is being handicapped 
seriously by a shortage of priests and 
nuns and by lack of funds to erect new 
churches and parochial schools. 

This frank observation was made by 
Edward D. Howard, archbishop of Port- 
land in Oregon, in his Lenten pastoral 
letter to the clergy, religious and laity 
of the archdiocese. 

The archbishop revealed he needs 25 
fully ordained priests immediately to 
man existing facilities, and to relieve pas- 
tors in the larger city parishes and on 
mission circuits. Additional enlistment of 
15 young men annually is needed to pro- 
vide leadership for new churches and to 
care for retirements and deaths. 
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& A new attack on a Protestant church 
in Spain—the third within a month— 
was reported recently. 

Reports said a mob of young people 
pillaged the Evangelical Church at Ba- 
dajoz on Sunday, assaulted the pastor’s 
mother, destroyed Bibles and stole a 
small amount of cash. Police intervention 
halted an attack on the pastor’s home. 

The Church had been closed since 
Feb. 1 by order of the Provincial Gover- 
nor, Protestant sources said. The recent 
anti-Protestant incidents followed a fiery 
denunciation of Protestantism by Pedro 
Cardinal Segura y Saenz, Archbishop of 
Seville. 


b> Pope Pius XII used his annual Easter 
Sunday message of 1952 to call on the 
Catholic clergy and laity of the world 
to launch a crusade for conversions. 

“We would like great phalanxes of 
apostles to arise, phalanxes like those 
the Church knew in its early days. 

“Let the priests preach from the pul- 
pits, in the streets, and in the squares, 
wherever there is a soul to be saved. And 
alongside the priests let lay people who 
have learned to penetrate minds and 
hearts with their words and love also 
speak.” 

The Pope appealed to the crusaders 
to “penetrate every place that Christ has 
a right to enter, into the factories, into 
the offices, and into the fields.” 

“Against the promoters of sin, set 
yourselves to work, O builders of the 
House of God,” the Pope appealed. 


® Arnaldo Cortesi reported that Mar- 
shal Tito had embarked on a vast and 
well-organized campaign to force the 
Italian part of the population out of 
Zone B of the Trieste Free Territory, the 
zone that is administered by Yugoslavia. 

The signatories of the Italian peace 
treaty, of which Yugoslavia is one, made 
clear their desire to guarantee to all in- 
habitants of the Trieste Free Territory, 
“without distinction as to ethnic origin, 
sex, language, or religion,” the enjoy- 
ment of the fundamental freedoms, “‘in- 
cluding, the freedom of religious wor- 
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ship, language, speech and publicatigg 
education, assembly and association,” 7 
According to Italian sources, all th 
is bringing about gradual exodus of Ij 
ian population and is changing the eth 
nic character of Zone B. How far 
exodus has progressed can be gai 
by what has happened to school i 
and priests, according to the Italian r 
ords. Between 1945 and 1952, the n 
ber of school teachers in Zone B. is 
ped from 319 to 177, sixty-nine of 
latter now being Slav appointees. ng 
the same period the number of priest 
dropped from ninety to thirty. 


& 


b> More young men are studying for the} © 


Christian ministry than ever before ij 
the history of the Methodist Church, 

was reported to the denomination’s 195} 
quadrennial general conference in Sap 
Francisco. . 


A commission report presented a 4 


delegates by Dr. Murray H. Leiffer, 
rector of the Bureau of Social and Re 
ligious Research of Garrett Biblical Ip 
stitute, Evanston, Ill., predicted that in 
1953 more than 1,000 candidates would 
become full-fledged clergymen. Accoré 
ing to the report, this figure will bh 
more than double the annual rate from 
1939 through 1950. 


B® The Chamber of Commerce of th 
United States set forth its 1952 policies 
In a report to the organization’s fort 
eth annual three-day meeting, D. A. Hub 
cy, president of the Chamber, said “out 
freedoms are in danger.” 

The policy statement reaffirmed @ 
ready existing Chamber declarations fe 
voring strict government economy, “moft 


realistic” taxes, “individual freedom” ut § © 
der government welfare programs, sound § | 


labor relations, a foreign policy that will 
“protect the independence, integrity 
security of the United States,” and wide 
ublicity for the “true facts” of how 
Rcaimnes contributes to the common wee 
fare. 


“Public school funds should be used— 


for public schools only, and school com co 
priority now # 


struction should get ‘high’ 
the statement said. 
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The United States Chamber is a na- 
tional federation to which 21,000 busi- 
ness men and industries belong, as well 
as 3,200 local Chambers of Commerce 
and trade associations, which have a to- 
tal membership of 1,500,000. It describes 
itself as “the largest business organiza- 
tion in the world.” 
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p Drew Pearson says: “Peace can be 
made or unmade within the next few 
months. For 80 years men have been 
marching into battle on either side of 
the Rhine and now, for the first time in 
80 years, they plan to organize on both 
sides of the Rhine under one army weat- 
ing the same uniform. 

“How strong the drive is toward a uni- 
fied Europe may be judged by the drive 
of the men in the Kremlin to head it off. 
Nobody knows better than they what a 
united Europe under one army would 
do, first, to European defense, ‘and sec- 
ond, to fight against Communism.” 
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n§ After listing the three allies of Mos- 
in cow, Mr. Pearson says that ally number 
df four is “‘a religious one. It’s the opposi- 
d& tion of French Socialists to a West Eu- 
be ropean army, which they claim would be 
bm an arm of the Catholic Church. 
“Jules Moch, former French Minister 
of Defense and leading Socialist, outlin- 
tf ed this view recently to the American 
t.§ officers at SHAPE. He pointed out that 
i Foreign Minister Schumann and Georges 
ul-§ Bidault, the French architects of the uni- 
bur i fied army, were strong leaders of the 
Catholic party, that Adenauer was a 
al-f leader of the Catholic party in Germany, 
fa: that Premier Alcide de Gasperi of Italy 
ptt was trained in the Vatican, and that 
n- 





the leaders of the Belgian government 
are strong Catholics. Therefore, the mem- 
bets of the French Socialist party, he 
sid, were opposed to creating an army 
that might be dominated by Rome. 

“The French Socialists, Moch said, 
were counting on Protestant England to 
counterbalance this, but with ‘England 
out of the European army the Socialist 
party of France would vote ‘no’ when 
itcame to ratifying the army plan. While 
Moch’s view represents a minority, nev- 
ertheless it is significant—because the 
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French government cannot get parlia- 
mentary approval of a unified army with- 
out the Socialist votes. Thus it may be 
that France, which originally proposed 
an army fighting under one uniform, may 
be the country finally to reject it. Thus, 
also Eisenhower, who now faces the first 
political battle of his career, may be leav- 
ing just as the greatest achievement of 
his career—the peace and unity of Eu- 
rope—stands in need of greatest help.” 


B® On April 20, one hundred seventy- 
five years ago the State Assembly met 
in the city of Kingston and adopted 
New York’s first Constitution. The early 
New Yorkers’ insistence on freedom 
from governmental tyranny is echoed in 
the first Constitution, which declares that 
“no authority shall on any pretense what- 
ever be exercised over the people, but 
shall be derived from and granted by 
them.” 


The origin of the guarantees of per- 
sonal freedom included in the first Con- 
stitution and carried down to the pres- 
ent version is indicated in a copy of the 
Charter of Liberties and Privileges grant- 
ed to the people of the Province of New 
York by the British Crown in 1683. 


This document provides for “free ex- 
ercise and enjoyment of religious profes- 
sion . . . to all man-kind,” a phrase that 
still appears in the state Constitution. 





A REQUEST TO OUR FRIENDS 


Our attention has been called to the fact that 
certain ex-priests not employed by or associat- 
ed with Christ’s Mission have been represent- 
ing themselves as being directly connected with 
our Mission. 

We shall appreciate it if our friends will 
take notice that no one should be recognized 
as a representative of this organization unless 
he can show proper credentials, and unless his 
name appears in THE CONVERTED CATHO- 
LIC MONTHLY as a member of the Mission 
staff or on special assignment. 

It will be an appreciated courtesy if friends 
of Christ’s Mission will communicate with us 
whenever such misrepresentation comes to their 
attention. 


WALTER M. MONTANO 
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